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company at the George in Pall Mall about two In the after-
noon, when I may hope to enjoy your conversation more
at leisure, which I set a very great value upon.   I am, Sir,
Your most obedient humble servant,

J. ADDISON.

February 29, 1707/8.

Mr. Steele and Frowde will dine with us.1

XXXIII. [Cefy*\

ARCHBISHOP KING TO SWIFT

Dublin, April 7, 1708.

REVEREND SIR,

I HAVE had yours of the pth of March last some time by
me, but you will excuse my not answering first post when
you consider what we have been doing since. All thoughts
of fighting had been laid aside in Ireland as much as if we
could never be attacked. A militia was an abomination to
many. What need for such when we have twelve thousand
standing troops on our establishment, and those punctually
paid. But so it happens that we really have but four
thousand five hundred, hardly a gun mounted in the whole
kingdom, forts generally slighted, no arms and little
powder. And now on a sudden we must raise a militia
which after all has not proved impossible, for I doubt but
in one month's time we shall have forty thousand listed, and
those good hearty men, that generally understand arms, if
they had them.3

1 The terms of this letter seem to me to indicate that Addison and
Swift were not long acquainted when it was written. It has been
stated that they became known to each other in 1705, but as I have
pointed out (supra^ p. 62, n. i), it is doubtful whether Swift was in
England in that year. Addison held at the time the letter was written
the position of an Under-Secretary for the Southern Department, for
which Lord Sunderland was the Secretary of State. As well as being
Ms friend from school days, Richard Steele was, through his employ-
ment as Gazetteer, in daily intercourse with Addison. The other
member of the party, Philip Frowde, the author of "The Fall of
Saguntum," of whom we shall see more later on, is said to have been
a pupil of Addison's at Oxford.

^ In King's Correspondence.   See Preface.

3 In connection with the attempted invasion of Scotland (supra?
p. 78^ n. 3) by the French, an attack on Ireland, either " as a feint or a               3 In the British Museum. See Preface. and said that he
